Substance abuse and sexual activity in an overseas population of adolescent military dependents.
To determine the incidence of high-risk behaviors, such as substance abuse and sexual activity, in an overseas population of adolescents, and how these rates compared to the general population in the United States, a survey of high school-aged military dependents residing overseas was undertaken. A questionnaire was designed and distributed to all 8th through 12th graders at the Department of Defense Dependent's School in Seoul, Korea. Use of tobacco products and a history of illicit drug use was similar to that of referant groups in the United States. Present use of illicit drugs was decreased. Use of alcohol was increased over that of similar age groups in America. The authors discuss these findings in light of the environmental differences in the overseas military community.